Friends of Par Beach Plant Group Meeting 2 April 2010
Present: Richard Croome, Phil Hunt, Catriona Burt, Laura Curry, Annie Carr, Danny Cooper, Jan Phillips

Apologies: Alison Tyley

Introductions

Danny and Annie were welcomed. Brian Sheen and Christine Bone are also interested in the group and will be invited to the next activity. There is also a person named Ella Marsh who has expressed an interest but Jan does not have a working telephone no for her at present.  Danny is involved in marine conservation and survey work and is interested in educational activities. Annie works for Heligan in the plant production area and is interested in wild plants too. 

Updates

Jan updated the group on the general progress of FoPB most of which is common knowledge but included the following; insurance, bank account, Co-op grant application, rights of way issue agreed with parish council, website, Facebook group, 3 conservation events , seaweed hunt, litter pick and open evening; established working relationship with Serco ranger Paul Mason, met the County ecologist and eco town staff from Imerys. We have rare bats on the site. 

Ecotown exhibition in Alexander hall on 1st April, plant group members encouraged to go and give comments, especially if there are any concerns re the ecological effects on Spit Beach.

There is verbal support for the idea of having a new bridge across Par River to the docks and talk of a new management plan for the LNR.

FoPB has formed an events sub group with 3 new volunteers including Mark Whittaker , local birder. In planning are :  A night with the stars, youth group beach volleyball  run by the Police, bird ID, float at carnival, Noz Loan fundraising night (Cornish ceilidh). FoPB will also promote other’s activities, CWT bird walk, Catrionas Spit beach event and a locals raft race.

Actions since last meeting

· CB did not find a digital map

· PH supplied his plant list from the last 10 years handwritten

· Records as yet not scanned for circulation, JP does not have a scanner.

· 1995 management plan has been scanned- JP to check if it is on the website yet where it can be downloaded by members.

· Sustrans report has been scanned- location to be checked also.

Decisions and actions

· Plant group to meet on Sunday 25th April at 10.30am in the main car park to carry out a broad brushstroke review of the extent of NVC habitats on the beach compared with 1995 plan, using GPS and tape measure if necessary to locate NVC habitats against fixed points in the background. This is not a public event, plant group only. PLEASE NOTE- Jan is  point of contact for cancellation due to weather but has a prior commitment in Redruth from 2-5 so will only be able to stay a short while .If necessary, Richard will take the lead on site.

· Botanical survey- July. Plant group will set up quadrats under RCs direction to gather info re Polygonum spp. This will also be a drop in activity for FoPB general members (see the mad scientists at work) with the intention of helping people to learn to identify some of the other plants in the quadrats in the dunes. Small gazebo/tent and drinks might be nice to have. RC is the point of contact for this activity. JP for publicity/committee link.

PLEASE NOTE- subsequent intelligence-the events group appear to have      a lot going on in July so this may be more casual a drop in than anticipated.

· Summer 2011- Childrens competition with prize donated by 4 Turnings Garage. DC proposed putting together a reasonably easy list of plants for children to photograph between April and September. Children then to make a poster for judging with display somewhere and receive prize. Promote also through primary schools in August/September 2010 for lesson planning purposes.

· JP to copy plant list at first opportunity and send to Annie for scanning onto a memory stick.

· CA to ask partner David for water vole, water rail and reptile surveys from the past.

· JP to check with Michele re scan of management plans/surveys

· DC to report back on marine project through Clare at Fowey harbour commissioners and possible links with the bay.

